JOURNEY FROM ACRE TO NAZARETH.
the general level of this plain, we arrived at
one o'clock, in sight of Shufammer, which
opened itself suddenly upon us from behind
a rocky hill. The approach to this village is
interesting, from the woody clothing of the
valley below, contrasted with the bare and
rugged face of the elevated lands above.
Shufammer is a village, built on a hill, and is
distinctly visible both from Accho and from the
road to the northward of it. It is composed of
sixty or eighty white stone dwellings, rising
above each other in stages, like the houses in the
steep streets of Malta^ or those of Milo in the
Grecian archipelago; and has, towering up from
its centre, a large square enclosure, resembling
a castle, giving to it the appearance of a fortified
post. *
On ascending the road which led up by the
side of the village, we noticed a well at the foot
of it, which was ascended to by steps, and its
square brink of masonry supported by four
arches. It appeared of considerable depth from
the length of the cord used for the bucket, and
there was here a party of women drawing water,
* This place corresponds with the distance given by Ben-
jamin of Tudela, to a place called Caphur Nahum, which he
says was distant from Accho four leaguer, retained its ancient
name in his time, and was seated on a still higher aspect than
Mount Carmel.